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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Easter spans the fifty days to Pentecost, in 
which the Church celebrates the gloriously risen Christ. Between 
Ascension and Pentecost we pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ with 
Christians around the world. 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
We are following Government and Church of England 
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of 
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and 
others by: 

- Wearing a face mask, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Maintaining a 2m distance from others 
- Sanitise your hands 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards, and sit in 

places marked with a green tick. 
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 
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The Gathering 
 
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed 
to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil 
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

cf Romans 6.10 

	  
We share some quiet for reflection. 
 
All: Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 

 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Seeing we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us offer him the praise worthy of 
his name. 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Collect 
 
Let us pray that our risen and ascended Lord will lead us to eternal 
life. 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
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O God the King of glory, 
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers[d] (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred and twenty people) and said, 16 ‘Friends,[e] the 
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— 17 for he 
was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.’ 
 

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John 
until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a 
witness with us to his resurrection.’ 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed and 
said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you 
have chosen 25 to take the place[g] in this ministry and apostleship from which 
Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’ 26 And they cast lots for them, and 
the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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1 John 5:9-13 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the 
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10 Those who believe in the 
Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in 
God[c] have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given 
concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so 
that you may know that you have eternal life. 

This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Music for Reflection – Crown him with many 
crowns 
Sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Crown him with many crowns, 
 the Lamb upon his throne; 
 Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
 all music but its own: 
 Awake, my soul, and sing 
 of him who died for thee, 
 and hail him as thy matchless King 
 through all eternity. 
 
2 Crown him the Lord of Love! 
 Behold his hands and side, 
 those wounds yet visible above 
 in beauty glorified: 
 no angel in the sky 
 can fully bear that sight, 
 but downward bends his burning eye 
 at mysteries so bright. 
 
3 Crown him the Lord of peace, 
 whose power a sceptre sways 
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 from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
 and all be prayer and praise: 
 his reign shall know no end, 
 and round his piercèd feet 
 fair flowers of Paradise extend 
 their fragrance ever sweet. 
 
4 Crown him the Lord of years, 
 the Potentate of time, 
 Creator of the rolling spheres, 
 ineffably sublime. 
 all hail, Redeemer, hail! 
 for thou hast died for me; 
 thy praise shall never, never fail 
 throughout eternity. 
 
Matthew Bridges (1800-94) 
(Public Domain) 
 

Gospel Reading – John 17:6-19 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for 
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine 
are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 
may be one, as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them in your 
name that[a] you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost 
except the one destined to be lost,[b] so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so 
that they may have my joy made complete in themselves.[c] 14 I have given them 
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your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take them 
out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.[d] 16 They do 
not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify them in 
the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they 
also may be sanctified in truth. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
 

The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Risen Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
 
 

The Peace 
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father’. Alleluia. 

John 14.27,28 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
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Music for Reflection – Rejoice! The Lord is King 
 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Rejoice, the Lord is King, 
 your Lord and King adore; 
 mortals, give thanks and sing, 
 and triumph evermore: 
 Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;  
 rejoice, again I say, rejoice.  
 
2 Jesus the Saviour, reigns, 
 the God of truth and love; 
 when he had purged our stains, 
 he took his seat above: 
 Chorus 
 
3 His kingdom cannot fail; 
 he rules o'er earth and heaven; 
 the keys of death and hell 
 are to our Jesus given: 
 Chorus 
 
 
 
4 He sits at God's right hand 
 till all his foes submit, 
 and bow to his command, 
 and fall beneath his feet: 
 Chorus  
 
5 Rejoice in glorious hope; 
 Jesus the judge shall come, 
 and take his servants up  
 to their eternal home. 
 We soon shall hear the archangel's voice  
 the trump of God shall sound: rejoice! 
 
 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) and John Taylor (1750-1826) 
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(Public Domain) 
 
There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give 
generously to support St James (details on p.2). 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good, our duty and our joy, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ the King of glory. Born of a woman, he came to 
the rescue of our human race. Dying for us, he trampled death and 
conquered sin. By the glory of his resurrection he opened the way to 
life eternal and by his ascension, gave us the sure hope that where he is 
we may also be. Therefore the universe resounds with Easter joy and 
with choirs of angels we sing forever to your praise, as we say: 
  
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Looking for the coming of his kingdom, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
All: Now we are raised to new life. 
We were buried in your tomb. 
All: Now we share in your resurrection. 
Live in us, that we may live in you. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

I heard the voice of a great multitude crying, Alleluia. 
The Lord our God has entered into his kingdom. 
All: Blessed are those who are called to the supper of 

the Lamb. 
Alleluia. 

 
If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

All: We thank you, Lord, 
that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
prepared for all peoples. 
Amen. 

 
The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

God the Father, 
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
and the blessing … 
All: Amen. 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 


